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have been put forth by the Churches have, however, been crowned with wonderful success. No one who has taken any trouble to study the question, to see the work itself, to judge the character of those who have been really won to the Christian religion, can fail to recognise how wonderful the results have been, both in regard to the numbers of true converts, and also in regard to the elevation of their character.
Nor must it be forgotten that, in estimating the results of missionary work, account must also be taken of the spread of Christian principles, even where there has been no formal adoption of Christianity, This forms a very important element in missionary results. The sacrifices which the adoption of Christianity still involve, and other obstacles to the ready profession of that religon by the people, have prevented many who are intellectually persuaded of its excellence from embracing it as their creed. I believe that in this respect what we must look for is, that the Indian Church itself should awake fully to its responsibility for the religious condition of the peoples among whom it is set, and that there should arise great leaders among these peoples themselves to secure a really popular religious movement. In the elevating and civilising power of Christianity the hope of India seems to lie ; but it must be Christianity not as a foreign but as an Indian faith.
I am not here writing a plea for missions or a defence of them, I do not understand any argument on behalf of Christian missions to Christian men stronger than the command and commission of the Christ Himself, requiring that His Evangel should be carried by the Church to every creature, even to the uttermost parts of the earth. The commission given by Him to the Church seems to me finally to settle the matter. To us who have received the Gospel of Christ in this land centuries ago, there is that other argument which rests on a fine principle of human nature: " Freely ye have received, freely give," Human nature when ungrateful and self-centred is degraded, and certainly is not the humanity of the religion of the Son of Man. It seems to me an almost impossible position to realise